
 

  

 
 

 

 

This will be my last update for 2019 as we head into the Christmas 

and New Year period. I encourage our members to enjoy a break 

over the coming weeks as we will be returning to a packed few 

weeks in January with a Surf Boat Carnival, Anniversary Breakfast, 

Little Nippers and Starfish Nippers to fit in! 

The office and bar will be closed over the Christmas and New Year 

period, details of these closures are contained later in the Echo. 

Your final chance to get in a sunset terrace drink will be this Friday 

from 5pm. Thanks to Jeff Young and his team of 20+ bar volunteers 

who give up their time to allow us to enjoy these fantastic sunsets 

on a Friday night, without these RSA accredited members we would 

not be able to offer this service to members. Interested in joining 

Jeff’s team to help out in 2020, then get in touch with him or Sharon 

to find out more on obtaining your RSA. 

This week we received a letter of thanks from the Julianne Hughes, 

the widow of Neil who recently died at Scarborough Beach 

following a freak accident. We have included it in the Echo at her 

request as despite the sad outcome on the day she is very grateful 

of efforts of those in attendance from the Club and everything our 

members do on the beach. 

“Words cannot express the depth of my gratitude to 

everyone present on 23 November. Please keep doing the 

wonderful work that you are doing. Keep loving life. And 

keep delighting in the ocean at beautiful Scarborough 

Beach.” 

Julianne Hughes 

I will be joining the Christmas Day voluntary patrol from 8:30am-

1pm again this year as I had such a great time in 2018. Those 

patrolling members at a loose end Christmas morning I encourage 

you to come on down and join us too. 

See you down the beach. 

Jody  

JODY BALLARD | President | Scarboro SLSC  
(E): president@scarboro.com.au 
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IMPORTANT DATES 2019/20 SEASON:  
 
DECEMBER 2019: 
 
20/12/2019: 1km|2km Beach Run Series Swanbourne 
25/12/2019: Christmas Day 
26/12/2019: Boxing Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ECHO : 627 Edition 
 

14th November 2019 
 

CLUB OFFICE HOURS: 

 

Administration & Functions: 

Monday: 8.30am – 2.15pm 

Tuesday: 9.15am – 2:15pm 

Wednesday: 8.30am – 5:00pm 

Thursday: 8.30am – 5:00pm 

Friday: 1.30am – 5.30pm 

 

E: adminofficer@scarboro.com.au 

 

E: Functions@scarboro.com.au 

 

BAR OPEN on FRIDAY NIGHTS 

5:00pm to ±9:30pm 

 

Office Telephone # : 9341 1011  

ECHO : Edition # 632 

19th December 2019 

Bar will be CLOSED on 27th December 

and 3rd January, re-opening on 10th 

January 2020 
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Dear Scarboro SLSC, 

My name is Julianne, and it was my husband Neil, 66, whom you worked so hard to assist with recovery and 

resuscitation at Scarborough Beach on 23 November 2019. I cannot thank you enough for your efforts. As I knelt there 

on the beach, holding Neil’s hand, with someone helpfully instructing me to keep talking to him, it never occurred to 

me – and maybe you also – that he would not be revived. But just a couple of hours later at RPH, I was informed that 

scans showed Neil had suffered a “catastrophic brain injury that he is not coming back from.” Apparently, he had been 

“dumped by a wave with such force that he broke 4 vertebrae in the neck, instantly cutting off oxygen supply.” Since 

Neil was an organ donor, his body was kept on life support whilst the complex matching process took place – and 48 

hours later he donated two “pristine” kidneys to a man and a woman here in WA. 

I want you to know that Neil loved Scarborough Beach. Originally from Sydney, Neil was captain of the swim team at 

Knox Grammar, where he excelled in 100m Freestyle and Butterfly, and he was particularly proud of his 8th place in 

the 6km Open Water Swim at Ipanema in Rio de Janeiro for the 3rd FINA/MSI World Masters Championship.  

Following a sudden relocation of Neil’s job from Sydney to Perth, we’ve lived here now for 15 years. With family and 

friends still in Sydney, we often discussed whether to return, but always agreed, How can we leave beautiful 

Scarborough Beach?   Many of our happiest moments were spent walking along the beachfront, having a cuppa at   C 

Breez, and looking out for the Rotto Ferry at 7.40 every morning from our balcony.  

Recently, over 100 people lined the walls at Karrakatta’s Norfolk Chapel to celebrate Neil’s life. He was truly optimistic 

and cheerful, and his favourite quote was, It’s not what happens to you, it’s what you do about it.  The service 

concluded with a recording in a private karaoke booth in Tokyo of Neil singing his favourite song, Monty Python’s 

Always Look On The Bright Side Of Life.  

My last image of Neil was him standing waist deep in the water just beyond the waves, having returned from a swim, 

smiling and inconspicuously waving at me as he lined himself up to come in to me waiting in the shallows. Words 

cannot express the depth of my gratitude to everyone present on 23 November. Please keep doing the wonderful 

work that you are doing. Keep loving life. And keep delighting in the ocean at beautiful Scarborough Beach.   

Julianne Hughes 
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This Sunday  
 

All I need to say …. Special Guest and Free Sausage Sizzle for Nippers… See you there! 
 
Sorrento Carnival 
 
Last Sunday 62 Scarboro Nippers braved the heat (and stingers) at Sorrento to represent Scarboro with pride. Some 
of the program was modified but the Nippers took it in their stride and competed in the water and on the sand 
admirably. This is the largest contingent that we have had for a number of years and we would love to see these 
competitors continue through this season and the next few. Top job Nippers!!! 
 
Big shout out to Cooper Howard and George Tolev who officiated for us. They are both recently qualified and looked 
fabulous on the beach. Without them, we would not have been in this carnival. We were required to provide 7 
officials but thanks to the generosity of other clubs we skated through with just two. This may not happen at the 
next carnival. We may find ourselves packing up our tents and going home at the first event. If you have a child that 
competes please give this some thought. (We also struggled to find 4 people for water safety … that’s another 
issue…) 
 
Spotlight on Under 10s at Sorrento 
 
We saw some amazing performances from the U10s on Sunday both in the water and on the beach! 
 
First up was the swim, and for most of the U10s this was there very first surf carnival race. Despite the stingers being 
out in full force during the warm-up, the U10s put on a brave face (as well as some ice on the stings) and jumped 
back in the water to race. All of them did an awesome job completing the course with standout performances from 
Pia Reinhardt, Lila Turner and Owen Wright who all made it through to the final.  
 
With a super quick turnaround they were all back in the marshalling area ready for the board race - with officials 
commenting on how well behaved our Scarboro kids were! With the help of Heath Wright and Tay Hendrick as board 
handlers in the arena, all of the U10s had a great start and paddle round the cans. We saw two great finishes in the 
girls heat with both Jessica Safranek and Coco Fonseca finishing in the top two of their heats to make it through to 
the final. 
To wrap up the water events we finished off with the Cameron relays and it was great to see every U10 on the beach 
that day in a relay with four teams entered in total! 
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Moving onto the beach events we started off with the U10 girl’s sprints. In 
hot conditions we saw a super close final with Rebecca Tierney taking out 
first place in the final and Coco Fonseca finishing a close 4th. 
Unfortunately, due to the increasing heat the rest of the beach events had 
to be cancelled for the day. 
 
I was super proud and beyond impressed with how all the U10s conducted 
themselves, especially given that for most, this was their first ever carnival. 
They all turned up with a "give it a go" attitude, great sportsmanship 
and cheered each other on all morning. Well done U10s, you are all stars!! 
 
Thanks, 
 

Freya Barsby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you Thommo 
 
Although it saddens me to be sharing this, I would like to thank Thommo 
for his dedication and service to Nippers and board paddling. He has 
coached kids tirelessly for many years (and for many years after he was an 
official Nippers Dad) and is responsible for the high level of skills and 
endurance in many of our current and past competitors. You will leave a 
giant hole in our program but we genuinely thank you and understand why 
you are retiring. 
 
We hope you will still be around for advice and maybe run a clinic or two 
for us. You will be missed coaching Nippers on the beach by many. 
 
*Thommo’s last session was this morning. We are looking for a new Nipper 
Board coach, please see Belinda Somers or Nicole Tolev if you are 
interested.  
 
We return to Nippers on Jan 5! 
 
Happy Healthy Christmas to you and your families. 
 

Nicole Tolev  

NICOLE TOLEV | Junior Officer | Scarboro SLSC  

(E): juniorofficer@scarboro.com.au 

Thommo 
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92nd Anniversary Breakfast 
 

• When:  18th January 2020 

• Where:  Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club  
 

Past and present members of Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club, we would like to invite you to join 
us for the Scarboro SLSC 92nd Anniversary Breakfast  
 
This event is an opportunity for us to recognise and commemorate our years of service to the 
community since the club was founded in 1928. We will also be recognising and celebrating 40 
years of Women in Surf Life Saving. 
 
The morning commences at 8am with the Jack Maloney Swim and if parent numbers permit, the 
Doug Hatch swim.  
 
It will then be followed by a breakfast to be held in the gear shed. The cost is $10 per head and 
includes bacon and eggs, assorted pastries, yoghurts etc. 
 
RSVP Details: Please confirm your attendance by RSVP to the Facebook event or by emailing to 
socialofficer@scarboro.com.au by 10th January (Your prompt response is appreciated to allow time 
for catering preparations). 
 
If you have any queries, please contact Cheryl on socialofficer@scarboro.com.au 
 

We look forward to seeing you all at this great day.  
 

Cheryl Harry  

Cheryl Harry | Social Officer | Scarboro SLSC  
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The next Bronze Medallion and SRC course commences on 15 January with assessment due for 7 March to give our 
newest members the opportunity to get a couple of patrols in before the end of season.  If you would like to attend 
this course, please contact Bel Kuster on educationofficer@scarboro.com.au to register your interest and for more 
details. 
 
All of Scarboro’s rostered proficiency dates have now been completed. 
 
If you have missed the eight available dates to requalify your Bronze Medallion, SRC, ARTC or spinal award, you will 
need to book in for either 22 or 29 Dec to complete a proficiency (run/swim/run, rescue, signals, CPR) commencing 
at 0730 in the training room. 
 
Please book via the educationofficer@scarboro.com.au email and pay $15 via the Member Portal and note ‘other’ as 
the transaction type, then email the office on adminofficer@scarboro.com.au with your name, date of payment and 
note ‘late requal fee’, or send a screen shot.  Once the office has confirmed the payment has been made, the 
proficiency will be updated in Surfguard.  
 
Any member who has not requalified by 31 December will not be able to patrol and patrol hours will not be recorded 
which will affect their ability to compete at States or maintain access to the gym and Active membership fee status. 
 

Belinda Kuster 
 
Belinda Kuster | Education Officer  | Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club 
(E): educationofficer@scarboro.com.au  
 
 
 

 
 

Wow! What a day at Secret Harbour on Sunday for the senior carnival.  With a moderate breeze and fantastic sunny 
conditions, Secret Harbour turned on the big surf and boats were flying everywhere.   
 
We boated three crews this event with Brendan Doyle’s ‘Young girls’ making their debut.   They put on a very 
credible showing in difficult first-time conditions and found out how hard those waves hit.   It was fantastic to have 
their parents down there supporting them and they added some real energy and enthusiasm to the boat team.  We 
look forward to seeing them continue to improve and compete for Scarboro. 
 
The Scarboro ‘Stingers’ under Tim Whitehurst had a good couple of races against stiff competition but succumbed to 
the might of the surf and were withdrawn with injury.   They showed a lot of courage in the wave zone and will live 
to fight another day. 
 
The Scarboro ‘Sunsets’ with Mark Irwin continued their good form with three strong wins in the heats taking them 
through to the ‘A’ final.  They ended up second behind North Cott in the final and now await the tallying of results 
for State team selection which should be announced shortly.   There were a couple of great waves to get them home 
and they thoroughly enjoyed the long surf break. 
 
The boaties also want to acknowledge the great racing of Ali Nielsen who travelled to Secret Harbour with the boat 
teams and took out a win in the women’s ski race – awesome paddling Ali and thanks for hanging around and 
cheering on the boats! 
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Training will continue over the Christmas break ready for the first racing of the new year mid-January.  We now have 
a reserve woman, U19 men, U16 men, reserve men joining the field and looking for anyone who may wish to have  a 
row. 

Trent Woodyard 
 
Trent Woodyard | Boat Captain  | Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club 
(E): Boatcaptain@scarboro.com.au  
 
 
 

 

Well we had a great turn-out for the Wallace 1000m swim perpetual trophy last weekend.  The conditions were ideal 
(if you could avoid the stingers) and we had 35 competitors enter the water with almost everyone completing the 
course, despite some challenges with the placement of the buoys for a few.  I have discovered subsequently that we 
have some larger buoys that I will use for the long-distance swims in future. 
 
Thanks to Tomo and the jetski members and the board and ski paddlers for providing water safety to support our 
swimmers, greatly appreciated and I will ensure I provide you with more notice next time!  Also thanks to TC for 
helping me measure the course, I think we worked out a pretty fair 1000m, even if some did some extra. 
 
The result for the Wallace 1000m: 
Fastest – Paul Laver 

• 1st – Paul Laver 
 
By popular demand for those that did not release enough energy completing the swim we also held the long run and 
sprints: 
 
The results for first across the line were: 

Long-run - Male 

• 1st – Jose Desfosses, 2nd – Don Johnson, 3rd – Robert Johnson 

Sprints  

• 1st – Tom Horton,  2nd – Adam Watts,  3rd – Tom Edrich 

 
This weekend we return to our regular points swim, long-run and sprints, conditions will be a little cooler but it is a 
good opportunity to make some room for Christmas pudding, we may even have a surprise appearance from some 
keen under 13 swimmers for the first time, we look forward to welcoming them along .  See you on the beach.   
 
 

Tanya Channell 
 
Tanya Channell | Race Secretary  | Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club 
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Please note the following members are on BAR 
Roster over the next few weekends. 
If you cannot make your shift, please let Sharon 

or Jeff know asap. 

Sharon Walshaw 
 
Sharon Walshaw | Functions Co-Ordinator  
functions@scarboro.com.au 

 
 

 

 
 
The Scarboro Cup will be on again this Friday with favourable winds predicted after a break of two weeks due to flat 
conditions. There has been noise at training from some of the old salts who are bargaining for generous handicaps 
already. Will be interesting to see if they remember the way home after all this time. 
Ski trailer leaves at 5.30 pm sharp. Hi Vis Vests are mandatory. 
 
Tuesday and Thursday morning training has been intense with Marty Robinson leading the sessions and pushing us 
hard. Great to see some new crew out training and improving all the time too. 
 
Don’t forget if you would like to try ski paddling just let myself, Bob Welch or Phil Cooper know and we can set you 
up in a plastic ski, (swell permitting), and you can experience the fun of sitting on top of the water instead of in it it 
for once. Sunday mornings at the club about 8am is the best time for this. If you think you might like to take it 
further, we have some excellent cheap beginner skis for sale too. 
 
Big congrats go out to Ali Nielsen for taking out the win for Scarboro in the Open 
Female Single Ski race at the Secret Harbour Carnival last Saturday. It seems her 
Scarboro big wave experience helped her out. Well done Ali. 
 
On behalf of the Ski-Squad we wish you all a Merry Christmas, fun Festive Season 
and we’ll see you back in 2020 
 

Grant Stephenson  
 
Grant Stephenson | Ski Captain  |  Scarboro SLSC  E: skicaptain@scrboro.com.au  
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Just a reminder that the Club office will be closed during Christmas and New Year.  Please see 

below for the times the office will be open.  Reminder there are Surf Sport carnivals early in 

January for Little Nippers (U8+U9’s) and Nippers (U10-U13’s) 

 

 

 

Have A Go Day!  

Come down and be a part of the fun and excitement we call IRB Racing.   

If you’ve ever wanted to try this sport as a patient, crew or driver, this is 

the time to jump in a boat and have a go. We have a fantastic group of 

people who are always excited 

to welcome new faces to join 

our growing team.  

• Location: IRB Area, Scarboro SLSC 

• When: Saturday 18th January 2020 

• Time: 9am – 11am  

• What to bring: Wetsuit or wettie shorts & top 

If you are interested in coming down or have any questions, please contact 

our Emily, our IRB Officer via email or text. 

Emily Regan 
 
Emily Regan | IRB Officer  |  Scarboro SLSC  E: IRBOfficer@scarboro.com.au  

Monday 23rd December - Friday 27th December 2019 - Office closed  

Monday 30th December - Office open: 9.15am -2.15pm 

Tuesday 31st December - Office open: 9.15am -2.15pm 

Wednesday 1st January - Office closed (public holiday)  

Thursday 2nd January - Office open: 8.30am-5pm 

Fridy 3rd January - Office open: 1:30pm – 5pm 

Monday 6th January onwards - Normal hours resume  

 

 
 

Wishing you all a splendiferous festive season filled with much 

love and laughter xox Sharon and Kerry  
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